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gaming laws, casino operations, regula-
tion, and public policy. 

In 2011, Bill Eadington was given the 
honor of being inducted into the Amer-
ican Gaming Association Hall of Fame 
and was honored with a Special 
Achievement Award for Gaming Edu-
cation. Mr. Eadington was a board 
member on the National Council on 
Problem Gambling for 30 years, and in 
2012 the board presented him with the 
Goldman Lifetime Award for Advocacy. 

Gaming is a uniquely important in-
dustry in Nevada, and Mr. Eadington’s 
academic contributions and expertise 
in this field have been invaluable to 
the State of Nevada and to UNR. Cou-
pled with the tourism industry, it is 
our economic backbone, supporting 
hundreds of thousands of jobs. I have 
been proud to support policies to keep 
Nevada’s gaming industry and econ-
omy growing and prosperous and thank 
Mr. Eadington for all his work on an 
issue vitally important to our State. 
Today, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the life of this honorable 
Nevadan.∑ 
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REMEMBERING FABIAN CHÁVEZ, 
JR. 

∑ Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. 
President, on Sunday, January 20, my 
State lost a great leader and a great 
friend. It is my privilege to pay tribute 
today to Fabian Chávez, Jr. He was 
blessed with a long life, 88 years old 
when he passed away. More important 
though was the impact of his years, the 
impact of his remarkable life. Fabian 
Chávez, Jr., made a difference in the 
lives of so many people in New Mexico. 

Fabian was a formidable, and very 
colorful, figure in the history of New 
Mexico politics. His story was one of 
triumph and of defeat, and of an un-
wavering determination to serve. He 
will be long remembered as an advo-
cate for justice, for the disadvantaged, 
and for ethical government. He was 
also instrumental in passing legisla-
tion to establish the University of New 
Mexico School of Medicine, which has 
done so much for improving health 
care in our State. 

Fabian Chávez, Jr., was born on Au-
gust 31, 1924. His father was a car-
penter, and moved the family from 
Wagon Mound to Santa Fe, where Fa-
bian was born and would live most of 
his 88 years. Early on, the New Mexico 
Capitol would dominate his life. And he 
would dominate it in return. 

His father worked as the building su-
perintendent at the old capitol build-
ing. As a young boy, trying to earn 
pocket money during the Great Depres-
sion, Fabian could be found there shin-
ing shoes. He later told his biographer 
that while other kids were playing 
marbles, he was watching legislators at 
work, following their every move. He 
observed, ‘‘I had it all memorized years 
before I was even elected to my first 
term in the house.’’ 

Fabian was an independent spirit. 
Even as a youngster, he charted his 

own course, sometimes perhaps to his 
parents’ dismay. The story is told of 
his hitchhiking to California at age 12. 
He joined the Army at age 16, deter-
mined to see battle during World War 
II. He fought at Normandy and the Bat-
tle of the Bulge. 

At the age of 25, Fabian met Coral 
Jeanne, the love of his life. Fabian and 
Coral Jeanne were married in 1954. Of 
his beloved wife, Fabian once said, ‘‘I 
started dancing with Coral Jeanne in 
1949, and we’ve been dancing ever 
since.’’ She would be his unfailing sup-
port through the victories and defeats 
to come, until she died in his arms over 
a half century later. 

Most of us, in public life or out, are 
shaped by our wins and our losses. This 
was certainly true in Fabian’s long ca-
reer. He first ran for elective office in 
1948, at the age of 24, for a seat in the 
New Mexico House. He came in second 
in the primary. He was undeterred, as 
he would show time and again. He was 
elected 2 years later. He ran unsuccess-
fully for the New Mexico Senate in 
1952, but was elected in 1956. And with-
in a few years, at age 37, he became the 
youngest Senate majority leader in the 
history of our State. In 1968, Fabian 
was the Democratic candidate for Gov-
ernor, and lost by less than 3,000 votes. 
He later served as Assistant Secretary 
of Commerce under President Jimmy 
Carter. 

The title of David Roybal’s biography 
of Fabian Chávez, Jr., ‘‘Taking on Gi-
ants,’’ is telling. Fabian was a re-
former, and a tenacious one. He fought 
to change the old justice of the peace 
system in New Mexico, fought to estab-
lish a Judicial Standards Commission, 
fought powerful insurance and liquor 
industries, fought early on, and coura-
geously, for civil rights. Whatever the 
opposition, he stayed the course. Elec-
tions would come and go. Some he 
would win. Some he would lose. But he 
stayed true to his commitment to the 
people of New Mexico. 

My dad once said that there are two 
stories of our lives. One is the person 
you wanted to be. The other is the per-
son you are. While none of us gets that 
exactly right, I would suspect that Fa-
bian came pretty close. He held true to 
his principles. He fought for what he 
believed was right. He leaves behind a 
legacy of accomplishment and integ-
rity, a legacy that his family, and our 
State, can take great pride in. 

Jill and I extend our sincere condo-
lences to Christine and to all the 
Chávez family. Fabian Chávez, Jr., was 
a true son of New Mexico, and he did 
all of us proud.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH AND ROY 
PERATROVICH 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
there are few names in Alaska’s his-
tory that exemplify progress and time-
less impact more than Elizabeth 
Peratrovich. She is remembered as one 
of the greatest civil rights activists 
and female leaders Alaska has ever 

seen. Elizabeth and her husband Roy 
are to the Native peoples of Alaska 
what Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
Rosa Parks are to African Americans. 
Everybody knows about Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks, but 
hardly anyone outside the State of 
Alaska knows about Roy and Elizabeth 
Peratrovich. Today, I wish to again 
share the Peratrovich legacy with the 
Senate because February 16, 2013, the 
State of Alaska will observe Elizabeth 
Peratrovich Day for the 24th time. Ac-
tivities to celebrate the legacy of Eliz-
abeth and Roy Peratrovich are taking 
place in schools and cultural centers 
throughout Alaska this week. The 
Alaska State Museum in Juneau is al-
ready honoring this remarkable woman 
in an exhibit entitled ‘‘Alaskan. Na-
tive. Woman. Activist,’’ which will run 
until March 16, 2013. 

In addition to the annual observance 
of Elizabeth Peratrovich Day, the 
State of Alaska has acknowledged Eliz-
abeth’s contribution to history by des-
ignating one of the public galleries in 
the Alaska House of Representatives as 
the Elizabeth Peratrovich Gallery. 

Elizabeth, a member of the 
Lukaaxádi clan, in the Raven moiety 
of the Tlingit tribe, was born in Peters-
burg in 1911. After attending college 
she married Roy Peratrovich, a Tlingit 
from Klawock, Alaska, and the couple 
had three beautiful children. In 1941 
the young family moved to Juneau, ex-
cited by the new opportunities the 
move would present. When the family 
found the perfect house, they were not 
allowed to buy it because they were 
Native. They could not enter the stores 
or restaurants they wanted. Outside 
some of these establishments, there 
were signs that read ‘‘No Natives Al-
lowed.’’ History has also recorded a 
sign that read ‘‘No Dogs or Indians al-
lowed.’’ 

On December 30, 1941, following the 
invasion of Pearl Harbor, Elizabeth and 
Roy wrote to Alaska’s Territorial Gov-
ernor: 

In the present emergency our Native boys 
are being called upon to defend our beloved 
country. There are no distinctions being 
made there. Yet when we patronized business 
establishments we are told in most cases 
that Natives are not allowed. 

The proprietor of one business, an inn, does 
not seem to realize that our Native boys are 
just as willing to lay down their lives to pro-
tect the freedom he enjoys. Instead he shows 
his appreciation by having a ‘‘No Natives Al-
lowed’’ sign on his door. 

In that letter Elizabeth and Roy also 
noted: 

We were shocked when the Jews were dis-
criminated against in Germany. Stories were 
told of public places having signs ‘‘No Jews 
Allowed.’’ All freedom loving people were 
horrified at what was being practiced in our 
own country. 

In 1943, the Alaska Legislature, at 
the behest of Roy and Elizabeth, con-
sidered an antidiscrimination law. It 
was defeated, but Roy and Elizabeth 
were not. Two years later, in 1945, the 
antidiscrimination measure was 
brought back before the Alaska Terri-
torial Legislature. It passed the lower 
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